Rafted Canoes
Additional Kit to Carry

Knife

1 bucket per 2 boat raft

If sailing, carry a throw bag per raft

Rescuing Rafted Canoes

Use boats with buoyancy blocks if available.

Stay close in shore if windy.

Teach stern paddlers the stern rudder.

Bow paddlers bow draws?

Often, but not always, have an adult in each raft.

Avoid rafts becoming very separated especially if sailing.

If needed, a separate boat can be towed centrally with bivi gear.

Rescues
Rafts can be rescued - see below - OR rafts can be untied to reduce risk of injury to your back.

Rescuing a swamped raft with airbags (from a dry raft)

If possible, paddle the swamped raft to the side.

Set up for an x-rescue - one raft over the dry one.  The swamped raft must be the right way up.  Partly pull the swamped raft across the dry raft, lift one end of the boats as high as possible.  The water will drain out of the back of the boats as they are lifted.  Lower the raft and slide it back onto water.  Bail the remaining water.  This is not a back friendly operation.  Good posture and lifting are essential.

Rescuing a swamped raft without airbags (from a dry raft)

With the rafts side by side, curl one of the swamped boats.  Pushing one boat down into the water makes it possible to get the raft on its edge.  A rope from the furthest boat can be used to pull the raft into the curl position.  Let the raft settle again on the water - one boat will be almost dry.  Re-position the half swamped raft for an x-resuce.  Pull both boats partly across the dry raft the correct way up.  Raise both boats as high as possible, lower and re-launch both boats, bail any remaining water.  This is not a back friendly operation.  Good posture and lifting techniques are essential.

All-in rescue from rafts
At least one raft must be undone.  Rafting knots should all be of the same type and easy to undo - a knife does the job.  Using several wraps and a granny is the most simple to teach but very effective and easy to undo.

Collecting and keeping secure some paddles must be a priority.

If journeying, read the section on tying gear in.

AVOID ALL-IN RESCUES OF RAFTS BY GOOD

DECISION MAKING MUCH EARLIER IN THE DAY

Tom Sibbald thanks to Lakeside YMCA
